ESCHATOLOGY 101
Session 4
A Survey of Revelation Chapters 8-11
Chapter 8
     One of the challenges of Revelation is defining what is and what is not included in God’s wrath (Day of the Lord).  Many scholars include everything from Revelation chapter 6 and beyond as God’s wrath (seals, trumpets, bowls).  If you take that view, the rapture would have to occur prior to the seals being opened and would happen at the beginning of the 70th week of Daniel.  I do not hold to that opinion.  I believe that the seals are permitted by God but not carried out by God through Angels.  The trumpets and bowls however are carried out by God through his Angels and are directed to the inhabitants of the world.  They differ in character from the seals.  I believe the seals could be termed the “wrath of the Anti-Christ” while the trumpets and bowls are the “wrath of God.” 
     Beginning in Revelation in Revelation 8, John foresees a series of divine plagues that are the ultimate in biblical proportions. He sees them as parallel to the plagues of Egypt, but worldwide. Both sets of plagues are warnings offering the ungodly an opportunity to repent. Both sets of plagues are divine judgments that go beyond natural explanation. Both sets result in salvation and victory for the people of God. It is a terribly sobering thing to envision what John describes as the final days of the world as we know it. However, there are benefits to understanding and heeding the prophetic future:
          1. It brings perspective to what is important in life.
          2. It serves as a warning to those who continue to live in sin.
          3. It motivates us to share the truth with others.
          4. It assures us of God’s ultimate victory over sin and evil.

1. Silence in Heaven.  Since time began heaven has always been a place of joyous celebration that is continuous. Now for the first time, there is total and complete silence as final preparation begins for the Wrath of God.
2. The prayers of all God’s people. When you use the Hebrew word for soothing aroma ‘riach’, which is a derivative of the term for wind or breath. The term ruach kodesh means ‘holy spirit’. Think about that beautiful picture, when we give off the aroma of (riach) worship, the Holy Spirit breathes blessing upon us.
3. The first angel.  When God causes judgment to come on the earth, he usually uses created things to accomplish his purposes.  Things like fire, earthquakes, locusts, drought and other things are all in the category of earthly created things.  The first 4 trumpets are probably be going to be accomplished through created things. 
What is the source of the fire and hail that burns up the trees and grass?  We can only speculate.  It could be solar related or possibly volcanic.  Whatever it is, it will certainly catch the attention of the world.  There are 57 million square miles of land area and 140 million miles of ocean. If there are no trees or grass, that could set into motion whole continents experiencing landslides and flooding.
4. The second angel.  This sounds very much like a scenario out of various cataclysmic movies.  The story line of a meteor or comet colliding with the earth would be very much like the event described by the second angel blowing his trumpet.  How would an aged first century apostle describe an event like earth being struck by a meteor?  From the description it will strike one of the oceans and cause unbelievable destruction.  My guess would be the Pacific.  
5. The third angel.    A great star that falls from the sky all ablaze would be something to see for the aged apostle to see.  What would he be describing?  What is bright (blinding) and causes things like water to become harmful to people…making them sick and leading to death?  My opinion is that this could be describing a nuclear event and the fallout would cause water supplies to become contaminated by radioactive particles.  This would also contaminate other things like food supplies as well.  Since man can only live about three days without water, very quickly about one-third of mankind would suffer and some would die of parched tongues and dehydration.
6. The fourth angel.   Some of the judgments that come on the earth are cause and effects from other things that occur during this time.  Many can remember the eruption of Mt. St. Helens in the northwest portion of the United States.  This one event had a global effect on weather.  The eruption put so much material into the atmosphere that is effected the weather for almost a year.  That was a year without a summer.  Temperatures were cooler than normal and that was just from one event.  If the 3rd trumpet is nuclear in origin and there are many, this could create what scientists have described as a nuclear winter.  Our earth exists within a delicate balance that keeps our globe a livable place for humans.  What is described here would block a percentage of sunlight and would obscure other sources of light and would have a dramatic event on the earth’s climate for a period of time.  

Chapter 9
     The Bible has shown us that judgment has purpose. First, the judgment shows us God’s righteous wrath as He punishes a wicked world. Second the judgment will convince many people throughout the world that Jesus is the Christ. Now in Revelation nine a third purpose of the judgment is given to us, to unmask Satan’s true character. While in the future men will go to hell, in Revelation nine, hell comes to man. Men worship the very things that destroy them. Hard core unbelief and stubborn, willful rebellion is the result of these plagues. Did you know that there are over 600 warnings in the Bible about judgment and evil? Please…please do not make light of rejecting our Lord warnings and his urging to give ourselves wholly to Jesus Christ.
     While the first 4 trumpets have dealt with created things, the 5th seems to indicate a demonic judgment that is to come on the earth.
Many in the church today are unwilling to accept—the reality of God’s Wrath.
The core essence of God is that He is Holy.  This is his reality.  Everything that comes from God flows out of his Holiness.  God also has many attributes such as love, grace, patience, truth, justice and judgment.  Indeed God is a loving God.  He loved us so much He gave His only Son to suffer and die for our own sins; God is not willing that any should perish, but that all might come to repentance and salvation. God is long suffering and compassionate, as the Scriptures teach repeatedly. But God is equally a God of holiness and righteousness.  Remember this:  GOD’S LOVE CAN NEVER ACCEPT WHAT HIS HOLINESS CONDEMNS!   He cannot and will not let wickedness, sin, and rebellion go unpunished.  That’s why we need Jesus to appropriate God’s grace to us through faith so we can be made righteous in God’s sight.  The upcoming judgments are going to be horrific in scope and magnitude and anyone who has not received God’s grace through faith in Jesus will have to face these judgments.  We must declare the hope that is found in Jesus Christ through faith!!
7.  5th trumpet.  This judgment seems to be demonic in nature.  The star that fell from the sky is Satan who is also called Abaddon and Apollyon.  Who are these fallen angels and why were they locked up in the abyss (bottomless pit)?  The book of Jude may have some answers for us (see Jude verse 6).  Satan will lead these legions of fallen angels who have been locked up in the abyss to torment mankind for 5 months in duration.  This trumpet gives us some sense of time for these judgments.  These are going to have some length of time associated with each trumpet.  Given this information, we can estimate that the total of all the trumpets will last from  7 months to even a year in total duration.  
8. Locusts upon the earth.  What an extraordinary woe, to be stung once would be bad but to be stung multiple times and not be put out of your misery!  The sting will not be healed and the misery will be severe.  
9. For five months. This is the only reference to a specific length of time for any of the judgments of God.
10. The first woe is past. Five months have gone by, the first woe has come and gone, but rebellious man has two woes yet to go.  Even after these judgments man still refuses to repent of his evil deeds. 
11. The sixth angel sounded. Yet another judgment on mankind. Another chance to repent and man remains stiff-necked and rebellious.  This is the 2nd woe to come.  
12. The great river Euphrates.  The river runs from Turkey to the Persian Gulf. At this time Turkey holds the key as far as water flow. They have twenty-two hydro-electric dams on the river and could shut off the flow downriver anytime. At the time of the sixth bowl the Euphrates is dried up so that the Battle of Armageddon may be fought.
13. A third of mankind.  The 6th trumpet leads to a third of mankind will die by the plague of fire, smoke and sulfur.  What is this judgment?  Who is carrying this judgment out?
14. Twice ten thousand times ten thousand. That would make an army of two hundred million released to destroy one third of unrepentant man.  Some believe this army is demonic in nature.  Some believe that this may be China that has been prepared for this year, day and hour to bring judgment on the world.  China is the only country currently who could raise an army of 200 million men.  It also possesses a nuclear arsenal capable of accomplishing the things listed in this judgment.  The colors and the lion and snake are part of their culture.  This will be interesting to watch and discern.  China is a country to keep your eye on. 
15. Nor did they repent. Despite the cosmic disturbances, earthquakes, the return of Christ, and the six trumpet judgments, unrepentant and rebellious man still thumbs his nose at God in defiance.


Six Trumpets:
First Phase of the Day of the Lord’s Judgment
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Chapter 10    Like the seals when they were opened, the trumpets have an interlude between the 6th and 7th trumpet.  The interlude gives insight and information that will give a fuller understanding of events and story lines in the Book of Revelation.  These are just additional pieces of the puzzle to be considered as we look at the whole picture of Christ’s coming.  
16.  Mighty Angel.  Often in the Bible, especially in the Old Testament, we have angelic encounters that may be appearances of Jesus and they are described as an angel.  You have that when an “angel” came to Abraham and Sarah to talk about the birth of a son as well as the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.  I believe this is what is in view here in chapter 10.  With the description of the angel, it is even more in view that this could certainly be a description of Jesus.  It is somewhat similar to the description of Jesus in chapter 1 and the rainbow is described in chapter 4 as it is around the throne of God.    
17  Little Scroll.  This scroll is in the hand of this mighty angel (Jesus?) and it is open.  This may be descriptive of the immanency of the things that are in the scroll and it is described as being little…possibly a limited amount of information to be described in the scroll.
18  Right foot on the sea, left on the land.  The angel (Jesus?) in question has one foot on the sea and the other on the land.  In Biblical literature, the sea is often descriptive of the nations of the earth (gentile) and the land is descriptive of Israel.  This description is another reason why we might believe this mighty angel is descriptive of Jesus because he is being given authority over Israel as well as all the nations of the earth.  It also could mean that the information on the little scroll has to do with both Israel and all the gentile nations as well.  
19  There will be no more delay!!  The mighty angel raises his right hand to heaven and swears by the Mighty God that there will be no more delay.  This has to do with the sounding of the 7th trumpet judgment that will accomplish the “mystery of God” as announced to the prophets.  What is this mystery?  It is the thread that winds through scriptures as the ultimate plan of God that will be accomplished when the 7th trumpet sounds!!  This is the culmination of God’s working out his will through the ages.  What a fabulous day this will be!!  But before this happens, John must prophecy about many things!
20  Take it and eat it!  The voice from Heaven say to go to the mighty angel and take the scroll.  When he takes the scroll, the mighty angel tells John to take it and eat it.  He tells John that it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth but it will turn your stomach sour after you have eaten it.  When John did what the angel commanded, it did taste sweet as honey but it also turned his stomach sour.  So it is often when the word of God comes to us in prophetic power and revelation.  When it is pronounced, our ears tingle and our hearts pound with anticipation but when the reality of the word come home, it is something that brings about trials and troubles for many, including ourselves.  This is a lesson to be learned about God’s prophetic word.  
21  You must prophesy.  The word comes to John that he must declare concerning many nations and kings of the world the things that the little scroll contained.  What was contained in the little scroll, I believe it is the rest of the interlude…specifically the things written in chapter 11 and beyond.
What transpires next is that John begins to experience the information that was meant to be recorded in the Book of Revelation for the churches to gain understanding.  The interlude is continuing for a short time while John carries out these instructions and records what he sees.
Chapter 11  The 2 Witnesses and the Temple
22.  Go and measure the temple of God.  John is instructed to go and measure the temple of God in Jerusalem but not to measure the outer court, which has been given to the gentiles to trample on for 42 months (3 ½ years).  This is probably a reference to the fact that when the “Abomination of Desolation” took place, the covenant would be broken and the sacrifices in the temple would be stopped for a period of 42 months and the temple court would be occupied for a period of 3 ½ years (42 months).  This is revealing that not only the temple court but also the city of Jerusalem will be occupied for that period of time.  That parcel of land atop Mount Moriah is the most controversial and most coveted parcel of land in the world.  We must understand the fact that Jesus will rule the world during his millennial kingdom from Mt. Moriah.  The Anti-Christ will also rule the world from Mt. Moriah during the 3 ½ years described here.  It will do us well to pay attention to what is going on in the present day at Mt. Moriah!!
23.  And I will appoint my two witnesses. It is revealed to John that God has appointed 2 witnesses to be before his throne from ancient times.  In the Old Testament,  Zechariah chapter 4 records the vision of the golden lampstand before the alter in Heaven and two olive trees, one on the right and one on the left of the lampstand.  Zechariah asks what the meaning of the olive trees are.  God answers: “These are the two who are anointed to[b] serve the Lord of all the earth.”  It is widely believed that these two olive trees represent the two witnesses in Revelation who have been chosen as God’s anointed from Old Testament times…in fact these are probably Old Testament characters who have been proven worthy of this high calling by an obedient life.  Because of the things that are revealed concerning these 2 witnesses and the things they bring on the world, it is widely believed that they are Moses and Elijah.  The reasons are: 1.  The things they bring are similar to the judgments they brought when they were on earth the first time. 2.  They both had suspicious endings to their earthly life.   3.  They were with Jesus on the mount of transfiguration talking with him about his departure and the things he was about to suffer.  Enoch is another figure that is promoted but not as popularly.
24.  The Beast will attack them and kill them.  The Beast who comes up out of the Abyss will attack them and overpower them and kill the two witnesses.  This would most likely occur near the end of the second 3 ½ years of the 70th week of Daniel.  It is speculated that the most likely time for these two witnesses to be on earth would be in conjunction with the context of the rest of chapter 11 which seems to be set in the second 3 ½ years of the 70th week.  When they begin exactly cannot be known until it occurs.  Chapter 11 does record that they will die at the hands of the Anti-Christ and will lie in the streets of Jerusalem where they will have been witnessing for their time on earth.  There is some belief that these witnesses could travel during their time on earth but again this is only speculation and can’t really be known until it actually happens.  We may witness this with our own eyes!!  The people of the earth who have been suffering because of the plagues called down from these two will give each other gifts and rejoice because of their death.  
25.  After 3 ½ days.  After 3 ½ days breath of life will enter them, they will stand on their feet, and will ascent into heaven in full view of all the earth.  It is recorded at their rising terror will come upon all the earth!!  At that very hour, an earthquake will come on the city.  Earthquakes are closely connected with judgment.  
The “mystery of God” is accomplished at the blowing of the 7th trumpet.  Technically the trumpets are judgments on an unrepentant and evil world but this trumpet is different.  Just like the 7th seal ushered in some different things including the judgments of the trumpets, the 7th trumpet usher in some interesting visions by John as well as the final bowl judgments from God.
26.  The kingdoms of this world.  This is the “mystery of God” that will be fulfilled by the blowing of the 7th trumpet.  With the blowing of the 7th trumpet a loud voice comes from heaven and declares that the kingdoms of this world have become the kingdom of our Lord and his Messiah!!   This is the fulfillment of the prayers of the saints…that His kingdom will come and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven!!  God’s plan from the beginning has been to establish his messiah as king over this world and this world’s system.  This is accomplished with the blowing of the 7th trumpet.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]27.  You have taken your great power and begun to reign.  At the blowing of the 7th trumpet the 70th week of Daniel comes to a close and Christ’s kingdom has been declared and established.  The only thing left to do is to now finish the dispelling of evil by the bowl judgments and establishing his millennial kingdom.  He will do this by his great power and authority established through God the Father.
28.  The Nations rage!!  Because of the establishment of a Godly kingdom, the nations remaining rage against this “usurper” of authority and will eventually come against him with everything they have…which is puny in comparison to God’s unlimited power.  Evil always rages when confronted with Godliness and goodness in contrast to their desires to promote their own agendas which lead to humanism and the worship of idolatry.  Don’t be surprised when in the course of declaring your devotion to God, you encounter people who will rage against you.  This is how evil has always been and this is how they will be in the future.  
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